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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-18 are pending examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10/7/03 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examinerV 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C* 102(b) as being anticipated by the 
Linux Journal article "P-Synch" by Tim Parker (hereinafter, "P-Synch"). 

Regarding claim 1: 

P-Synch discloses a tool for managing passwords, comprising: storage for a 
plurality of current passwords for a plurality of respective applications (page 1, "...each 
individual application that has its own user and password lists..."); means for displaying 



^ It is noted that foreign patent document WO 01/44916 A2 was listed twice, as both a foreign patent and 
as other document; to avoid any future confusion, Examiner respectfully suggests that subsequent PCT 
publications need only be listed once as foreign references. 
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a reminder to change one or more passwords (inherent to the passwd program that the 
P-Synch program interacts with, see page 3, 3^^ paragraph); and a script for simulating 
keystroke entries, or running an executable program, to automatically perform a 
password change in said respective applications for said current passwords of said 
reminder (page 3, 3^^ paragraph). 



Regarding claims 7 and 13: 

P-Synch discloses a method and program storage device comprising: 
accumulating a set of passwords in a password management facility, each of said 
passwords being associated with a computer application having a password change 
procedure (page 3. 2"^ paragraph: 7etc/passwd"); providing the password management 
facility with a set of scripts to operate the password change procedures of the 
associated applications (page 3, 3^^ paragraph); and invoking the scripts to change 
passwords (Ibid). 

Regarding claims 2, 11 and 17: 

P-Synch further discloses wherein the applications are selected from the group 
including workstation applications, legacy host applications, server applications, and 
networked applications (page 2, 3"^ paragraph). 
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Regarding claim 3: 

P-Synch further discloses means for displaying a list of passwords (inherent to 
Linux/Unix: cat /etc/passwd) and means for displaying a graphical user interface for 
Invoking the script to change passwords (page 2, 2"** paragraph; page 4, 1** paragraph). 

Regarding claims 4, 9, and 15: 

P-Synch further discloses wherein the graphical user interface includes a series 
of activatable display elements, each display element being shown adjacent to one of 
the passwords to invoke script for changing said one password (page 4, 1®* paragraph). 

Regarding claim 5: 

P-Synch further discloses wherein at least some of the applications include a 
password change form and require a series of actions to get to the password change 
form, and the script includes means to perform said series of actions to get to the 
password change form (page 2, 3"* paragraph; page 3, 3^** and 4*'' paragraphs). 

Regarding claims 6, 12, and 18: 

P-Synch further discloses wherein the passwords are encrypted in said storage 
(page 3, 3"^ paragraph: "...encryption schemes that manage password files"). 
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Regarding claims 8 and 14: 

P-Synch further discloses accessing the password management facility (page 3, 
3^^ paragraph); said password management facility displaying a list of passwords and a 
graphical user interface for invoking the scripts (page 2, 2"^^ paragraph; page 4, 1^^ 
paragraph); and using said graphical user interface to activate the scripts to change the 
passwords (Ibid). 

Regarding claims 10 and 16: 

P-Synch further discloses wherein each of the scripts simulates a set of 
keystroke entries or an executable program to change the password for one of the 
applications (page 3, 3^^ paragraph). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• Excerpts from the P-Synch Installation and Configuration Guide, which claims 
priority to a software product embodying all functionality disclosed therein as of 
May 22. 2003 (Parts l-V: pages 1-257 + contents). 

• "Mozilla: Password Settings" ©2001 Netscape Corp. 
http://www.mozilla.org/proiects/securitv/pki/psm/help 21/passwords help.html 

• Source code for yp_passwd.c ©1 988-1 995 Regents of the University of 
California and Theo deRaadt. Available at httD://www.openbsd.ora 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tom Gyorfi whose telephone nunhber is (571) 272-3849 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3859. The fax phpne number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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